Instrument Recommendations

Student Trombones

Bach TB200

Bundy BTB 300

Conn 23H

Getzen 351

Kanstul KSL750

King 605, 606

Yamaha YSL354

Medium Bore Trombones

Bach 36 (B/BO/BOG)

Yamaha YSL 640

Getzen 525F

Large Bore (Symphony Tenor) Trombones with F attachment

Bach 42 B/42BO/42BOG

Conn 88H/88HO/88HCL

Getzen 1047F, Custom Series

Yamaha Xeno, YSL 620

Shires (for very serious students, major investment!)

Edwards (for very serious students, major investment!)

Bass Trombone


Bach 50 (B/B3/T/A)


Conn 62H/72H/110H


Yamaha Xeno


Shires

Edwards

Avoid eBay at all costs, unless you have the opportunity to try the instrument and have your student’s teacher evaluate the instrument before money changes hands (this is rare).  The Trombone Shaped Objects from China are not worth the cost of shipping!  A good rule of thumb: if it seems like it’s too good to be true, it probably is.

The Trombone Family
There are two members in the trombone family for the purposes of this class:

1. Tenor Trombone
a. Small Bore (Beginner) (.485-.500 bore)

b. Medium Bore (around .525 bore)

c. Large Bore (Symphony Tenor) (.547 bore)

2. Bass Trombone

a. Single trigger

b. Double trigger dependent

c. Double trigger independent

Of these listed, the tenor trombone is the most commonly used trombone in school band programs with beginners.

When should a student switch to a large bore trombone?


Young players should start out on a small bore student model trombone for several reasons.  They are built like tanks to withstand abuse, and they are a minimal investment for parents if the student decides later that they don’t want to continue in band.  There isn’t an absolute time when the switch from small to large should take place.  If the student is making a focused, well supported sound, and they understand the commitment of time and money associated with the professional instrument, then it is probably time to switch.  
Medium bore trombones and “step up” trombones.


Some students may find a better fit with the medium bore trombone, with a bore size roughly halfway between the small and large bores.  If they can make the supported sound on the small horn, but the large bore is too much, then this is a viable alternative.


Step up trombones (intermediate) were created as a marketing tool for the instrument companies.  They are made with better materials and craftsmanship than the beginner instrument, but not as high quality as the professional instrument.  It would be wiser to purchase a used professional model rather than a brand new step up instrument.

What about bass trombone?

Modern writing in band music includes the bass trombone, and it’s also found in the orchestra and jazz bands.  DO NOT SWITCH THE STUDENT TO BASS TROMBONE BECAUSE THEIR HIGH REGISTER IS WEAK!!!  If their low register is more solid than their peers, it would be wise to suggest that they check one out and give it a try.  Because of the larger dimensions, it will require even more air than the large bore tenor.


The bass trombone is found in four variations:

1. Single trigger (B flat/F)

2. Double Trigger Dependent (B flat/F/D)  This trombone has two valves, but the second valve can only be used with the first valve.  Many bass trombonists feel that this setup limits the options available to the player.

3. Double Trigger Independent (B flat/F/ G flat/D)  This trombone has two valves, and the player can engage either valve independently of each other.  This opens up a wide set of options for alternate positions, which helps with technique in the low register.  This is the widely accepted modern instrument today.
